THE COMPASS

SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

A MESSAGE FROM
FR. NICOLAOS H. KOTSIS

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It has been a difficult loss for all of us at St. Nicholas following
the death of our beloved secretary, Kate Hazelton.

Kate worked as the secretary here at St. Nicholas for
more than twenty years. But far more than that, she was
the first face, or voice, of St. Nicholas for those dropping
by or calling in, a confidant to many and a friend to all.
Kate worked from 9 AM — 3 PM and there usually were
not too many breaks during that time because so many
people wanted to speak with or see Kate. Kate's office was
always more full than mine and people loved to sit, stand,
and chat with Kate.They did this not simply because they
were looking for information about activities or help with
administrative work, but because Kate was an excellent
listener. If someone was sick, she offered her prayers and
assistance. If someone was lonely, she gave them an ear. If
someone was in need, she put them in contact with the
appropriate people or ministry. She truly loved the people
and church of St. Nicholas.

Kate was a devout and faithful Roman Catholic Christian
and her faith permeated everything she did. She had a deep
respect and understanding of the teachings of the Church
(meaning the teachings the Greek Orthodox and Roman
Catholic churches held in common) and of the Church’s
sacramental nature. She held a deep respect for the
hierarchy and priesthood of the Church and always knew
how to interact with priests and bishops appropriately.
His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas was fond of calling
Kate and speaking just with her, and they had warm and
respectful discussions always.

Kate was a devoted mother to her sons, Joseph, and Kevin,
and their families and children. She always spoke about
them with love and affection and always asked that they be
included in any prayers.
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Beloved Kate Hazelton

Kate was involved in nearly all aspects of our parish and it
would be exhaustive to name them all. However, for me
in particular, Kate was an angel. She made the office run
smoothly, she cared for me like a mother, watched over me
like a hawk, interceded on my behalf like a saint, listened to
me like the dearest of friends, and prayed for me, and all of
us, as a devout Christian.

We are all thankful to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
for the blessings of having Kate in our lives and in our
parish family. We will miss her dearly. May her memory be
eternal.

With love in Christ,
Fr. Nick
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A MESSAGE FROM THE GOYA

CHURCH SCHOOL

Friendships, spiritual support,
social activities and philanthropy
are just a part of what GOYA
accomplishes every vyear at
St. Nicholas Church. Offcers
and advisors are excited to start
another active year together. Our
kick-off meeting is September
26th with Bible Study at 4:00
p.m., and then a camp-style fre
outside with a potluck dinner
immediately after our 5:00 p.m.
meeting.

H.O.PE

Sunday, October 3rd is our
frst scheduled activity where
we require permission slips. We
recommend downloading blank
copies from our website to have
handy so you can fll them out
at your leisure instead of the
last minute! We will be apple
picking, going through the corn
maize as we embrace the fall
weather as a group. This activity
is very popular and the GOYA
members love the experience.
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Our frst and most effective form
of communication is through our
meetings. This is great practice
for your child to become involved
in a leadership role for our
church as well as for themselves.
We have agendas prepared with
all correspondence received,
with updates on activities, and
invitational opportunities from
other parishes. The weekly
bulletin is a way to also read
about the current activities
planned to help you support
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(HELLENIC ORTHODOX PRIMARY EDUCATION)

We look forward to seeing
both old and new faces
at our first meeting on

October 17th 2010, 12:30 to
2:00.

\

HOPE (Hellenic Orthodox
Primary Education) is an
excellent part of our St

Nicholas youth program. HOPE
allows the youngest members
of our parish, ages 4 to those in
2nd grade, experience different
aspects of our Holy Orthodox
Faith, at their own level. Through
religious stories/topics, church
hymns, and religious crafts/
games, HOPE helps equip our
younger children with the
tools necessary to develop
a personal relationship

with our Lord and
Savior lJesus Christ.
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The earlier they learn to love
God, the better!

Our frst meeting of the new
school year will begin with a
prayer followed by lunch which
will be graciously provided
by one of the parents. Father
Nick will be speaking to the
children about Jesus. We will
end our time together by having
fun with a craft or an outdoor
activity. Vasilia and | would like
to extend a special thank you
to all the parents who donated
their time and money to make
the JOY/HOPE coffee hour a
success. Thanks!

your busy calendars so you can
easily plan ahead.

[t's our mission to include all 7th
— 12th grade age young men and
women in our youth group. It is
never too late to join us. We ask
for a $35.00 donation per family
per year to help us defray our
expenses. If this is a hardship for
anyone please see Father Nick.

Remember, increasing exposure
to the Church early in your
child’s life is an important step in
the building and strengthening
of their Orthodox Faith.

For more information contact:
Sophia Grias-Radwanski
sgrias@mbhsi.us

or Vasilia Tsilimingras
vtsilimingras@yahoo.com.

On behalf of our teaching staff,
we would like to welcome all
new and returning students and
their families to the St. Nicholas
Church School program. Church
School is open to all children in
preschool (3 and 4 year olds)
through 12th grade.

This year there are two new
directors of St. Nicholas Church
School, Katherine Phan and
Photios loannou  (assistant).
They and their families are long
time members and participants
in the St. Nicholas Community.

For those who have not yet
registered their children,
registration forms can be
downloaded from the church
website or picked up from
the table in the hallway by the
fellowship hall. At registration a
packet will be given to parents
containing the curriculum for the
child’s grade level, the Church
School year schedule, and a
letter from Fr. Nick. Each student
will be given a take home exam,
which is compiled by Fr. Nick,
and is to be turned in at the end
of the school year. The exams
will be graded by Fr. Nick and
returned to the students.

The mission of the

Church School is to

provide our children

an understanding  of

our Orthodox faith and

its traditions. For our
children to completely
comprehend the
Orthodox faith, they need
to attend church services
regularly. Together with
Church School instruction,
our children will acquire
the knowledge which will
help them become better
Christians.

Communication of
information  related to
upcoming events will be by
email, the church website,
Sunday  and monthly
bulletins, and on a display in
the hallway by the fellowship
hall. The Church School
will have several events
throughout the year and we
will need the assistance of
parents. Volunteer forms will
be provided for parents to fll
out. On October 15th the
Church School will participate
in the Parish Harvest Party
and start the Thanksgiving
food drive.

We are pleased to announce that all of our dedicated
teachers are returning this year, and their contact
information is as follows.

Preschool (3 and 4 year olds):

Liz Bairactaris
Stacy Ballios
Sue Pagalos

ebairactaris @gmail.com
aballios@wccnet.edu
sapmich @comcast.net
(substitute/assistant)

Kindergarten & 1st grade:

Jennifer Patselas

jpatselas @ comcast.net

(Chris— her husband has been her assistant)

2nd/3rd grade:
Dani Nadra

daninadra @ gmail.com
sgrias @ mhsi.us

Sophia Radwanski

4th/5th grade:
loanna loannou
Vasilios Pliakas

jioannou @ gmail.com

pdvpl963 @gmail.com

6th/7th grade:
Tony Mihalopoulos

antonios356 @gmail.com

8th/9th grade:
Nick Chapekis Ir.

chapekis @gmail.com

10th-12th grade:

Maria Papaefthymiou

kostaspapa @ comcast.net

Yours in Christ,
Katherine Phan
Photios loannou

St Nicholas Parish to host MEFGOX convention in July 2011

We are pleased to announce
that the Mid-Eastern Federation
of Greek Orthodox Church
Musicians (MEFGOX) will be
holding its 2011 convention
next July in Ann Arbor! At the
recent MEFGOX convention
in Canonsburg, PA, our parish’s
bid for the 2011 convention
was enthusiastically approved by
the Federation Council. Father

Nick and our Parish Council
strongly support this signifcant
event coming to our parish. We
anticipate a mass choir of at least
150 voices singing the musical
setting of the Divine Liturgy
composed by Chris Zervos of
Holy Trinity in Toledo. Our guest
conductor will be Evey Simon,
chair director at St. Nicholas in
Troy. In addition to rehearsals

and educational workshops, this
convention will feature some
exciting social events.

MEFGOX, organized in the
1930s, covers the Metropolises of
Detroit and Pittsburgh, with over
100 member parishes in Michigan,
Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania, New
York,WestVirginia and Tennessee.
The annual convention has been

hosted over the years by some
of our sister parishes in metro
Detroit, Lansing, Grand Rapids,
and Toledo, but this is the frst
time the convention will be
coming to Ann Arbor. Watch for
updates in future issues of The
Compass.
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