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Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

On October 1st we celebrate the feastday of St. Romanos 
the Melodist. St. Romanos lived at the end of the 5th and into 
the 6th century. He was born in Syria to Hebrew parents 
but converted to Orthodoxy. He was a deacon for a time 
in Beirut then moved to Constantinople.  

According to tradition, St. Romanos was a poor reader and 
singer, but he was beloved by the Patriarch of Constantinople 
for his great humility. During the vigil for the Nativity of 
Christ, St. Romanos was reading in the church. His reading 
was so poor that another reader had to take his place 
and he was mocked by many of the clergy. He sat down, 
overcome with sorrow, and fell asleep during the service. 
During his sleep, he had a vision of the Virgin Mary who 
gave him a scroll to eat. He did, and upon waking up, asked 
to continue reading. The Patriarch agreed and St. Romanos 
took his position and began reading and singing beautifully.  
It was at this very time that he extemporaneously sang 
the Nativity Kontakion, “Today the Virgin comes…”  
(“            …”). He is known for his  
composition of Kontakia (hymns that describe a saint  
or feastday), their depth of theology, and beauty of  
their melodies.

On the first Sunday of October, the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America recognizes the choirs and chanters 
in honor of St. Romanos.  

Here at St. Nicholas, we have been blessed for many years 
to have excellent and dedicated chanters and choirs. Zannis 
Res has been our Protopsaltis for more than thirty years; 
giving of his gifts, talents, and time to help lead us in prayer.  
We are grateful for the beautiful work Zanni has offered 
for Christ and His Church.

For the past six years, Dr. Jon Wardner has been our choir 
director. Over that period of time and through Dr. Wardner’s 
great dedication and love for the sacred hymnology of the 
Church, the choir has mastered one of the Gallos liturgies 

(composer of the music) and has grown considerably in 
numbers. With seasoned veterans, great youth, and faithful 
in between, we look forward to their graceful responses 
every Sunday.

I am personally thankful for the work of all of our chanters 
and all of our choir members. At the same time, it is my 
hope and prayer that all participants in the Divine Services 
sing together, as much as we can, the responses of the clergy.  
We do a pretty good job of reciting the Lord’s Prayer and 
Creed (though saying it with a bit more courage would be 
nice!) but I hope that more people will continue singing the 
responses the chanters and choir offer. I also hope and pray 
that in the very near future, the congregation, lead by the 
choir and chanters, will take upon ourselves the majority of 
hymned responses.

With love in Christ, 
Fr. Nick
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2011 REGISTRY

Births

1-17-11	 • Evelyn, daughter of Todd & Anastasia Yocum 
2-1-11	 • Alexander & Audrianna, twins of Tom & Catherine Goffas 
3-26-11	 • Ioannis, son of Nikos & Stergiani Stamatopoulos 
6-4-11	 • Zacharias, son of Michael & Cindy Rouman 
6-28-11	 • Evan, son of Stephen Normand & Angela Tangalakis 
7-21-11	 • Olivia, daughter of Katherine Raphael & Adam Scheidt

Baptisms

2-5-11	 • John Michael, son of Michael & Jennifer Petrou – Nonoi: Michael & Christine Petrou 
2-19-11	 • Malynda Marie, daughter of Christopher Lambros & Pat Murphy – Nona: Panagiota Zitros 
3-6-11	 • George Stavros, son of Steve and Lynn Perakis – Nonoi: Philip & Katerina Tsapatoris 
3-20-11	 • Melina Nicoletta, daughter of Christopher A. and Margarita Bekiares –  
	    Nonoi: Dr. Michael & Demaris Kasotakis 
5-7-11	 • Kelly Nichole, daughter of Dmitry & Nichole Brodsky –  
	    Nonoi: Alethea and Hailey Chaconas 
5-15-11	 • Vasiliki Alexandra, daughter of Fr. Nick & Pres. Sandra – Nonoi: Vasilios & Kyriaki Pliakas 
5-15-11	 • Thomas Philip, son of Philip & Ann Kotsis – Nonoi: John & Mary Tangalos

6-11-11	 • Bailey Thomas, son of Robert Foster & Kelly Pishney – Nona: Magdaline Macchione 
6-11-11	 • George, son of Robert Foster & Erica Haratsaris – Nonoi: Steve & Lynn Perakis 
7-12-11	 • Kurt Peter, son of Thomas & Heidi Kusserelis – Nonos: George Petropoulos 
7-12-11	 • Joseph Otto, son of Thomas & Heidi Kusserelis – Nonos: Lee Petropoulos 
7-23-11	 • Andrianna, daughter of Tom & Catherine Goffas – Nonoi: Peter & Joanna Kalantzis 
7-23-11	 • Alexander, son of Tom & Catherine Goffas – Nonos: Athanasios (Tom) Goffas 
8-13-11	 • Alexander, son of David Lombard & Ramona Uritescu –  
	    Nonoi: Andreea & Cristian Dersidian 
8-14-11	 • Emma, daughter of Thomas DeMurry and Chantell Valade –  
	    Nonoi: Mira & Conrade Valade  
8-21-11	 • Katerina, daughter of Paraskevas and Vasilia Tsilimingras –  
	    Nonoi: Nicholas & Panagiota Portokalis  
9-17-11	 • Evelyn, daughter of Todd and Anastasia Yocum – Nonoi: Panagiotis Papoulias

Weddings

5-1-11	 • Robert Ashley, Jr. & Andrea Rendziperis – Koumbaroi: Antonios & Cleopatra Mihalopoulos 
7-2-11	 • James Courtney & Nicole Raphael – Koumbara: Katherine Raphael 
7-9-11 	 • Andrew Strodtman & Rachel Nemcik – Koumbari: Daniel & Eleni Opperwall 

Fallen Asleep in the Lord

1-13-11	 • Theodore (Ted) Tangalakis (Funeral: 1-17-11, Bethlehem) 
3-9-11	 • Matina Tangalakis (Funeral: 3-12-11, Bethlehem) 
3-22-11	 • Constantine (Connie) Vintzel (Funeral: 3-25-11, Fairview Cemetery, Brighton, MI) 
4-12-11	 • Stavroula (Lula) Maheras (Funeral: 4-15-11, Bethlehem) 
4-18-11	 • Cristinel Dima (Oak Grove Cemetery, Manistee, MI) 
4-19-11	 • Anastasia Leontis (Funeral:  4-23-11, Union Cemetery, Columbus, OH) 
6-9-11	 • Renetta Roubanis (Funeral: 6-16-11, Bethlehem) 
7-3-11	 • Suzanne (Bezirium) Baker (Burial: 7-9-11, Bethlehem) 
7-14-11	 • Daneen (Dimitra) Kastran White  (Burial:  San Antonio, TX) 
8-10-11	 • George Venious (Burial:  8-16-11, Sault Ste. Marie, MI) 

(If there are any mistakes 
or omissions, we apologize.  
Please contact the office 
so that we may correct it.  
Thank you.)
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